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The high cost of commuting

- - - - - - - ~ - -Are gas prices breaking your bank?
MARK DEWITT

Carver said. "It's not that bad, I'd imagine
if I had anywhere else to drive this summer,
It is no secret that SSU has many stuI'd definitely be feeling the pain."
dents that commute every day, and the rising
While several of the classes offered in
price of gasoline is making a lot of students
the summer are only two days a week, there
rethink how they spend their time while on
are some that are four days a week, and in
campus.
the fall and spring semesters, many students
With the summer session being in full
have to commute to school five days a week.
swing, a lot of students are staying on cam'Tm so glad I'm done because I was
pus all day long, to save on the price of gas.
driving more than 30 miles each way from
"I'm staying on campus for ten hours so
Ashland," recent graduate of the commuI don't have to drive home and come back
nications department Josh Vernon said. "A
in between classes," English major Christina
60-70 mile round trip five days a week for
Jones said. "There goes my Mondays and
school is not all that awesome."
Wednesdays all summer long."
Even though it is quite draining to
Even those without a long commute
remain on campus all day there are several
choose to stay on campus rather than driving
ways to utilize one's time while staying on
home in between classes.
campus.
"I drive about 15 miles to school and
There are several local businesses on
15 back home," Education major Crystal
Commuting, 3
Senior Reporter

When gas prices soar, students that commute feel
the pain at the pump.
Photo by Stephanie Phillips

Humans hold their own against Zombies
BRETT BIHN
Staff Reporter

SSU students had quite a task put
before them on the first weekend of April:
the survival of the human race. Over 140
students participated in Humans vs. Zombies, a modified game of tag that has taken
college campuses by storm all across the
world. Humans fight back a horde of zombies using Nerf guns or 'sock bombs,' grenades of balled up (clean) socks. Zombies
start out small in number, able to 'tum' up
to two humans at a time by tagging them,
and are only stunned by Nerf darts for 15
minutes, with the newly tagged humans
joining their side after 30 minutes. A system
of ID cards for humans, as well as a website
to follow along makes tracking easy. Zombies report in on whom they've turned and
humans see their numbers slowly dwindle.
Of the many rules, rule number one
acts as a bit of a philosophy throughout the
game: Don't Be That Guy. Nick Compton,
one of the moderators of the event, explains.
"The game is supposed to be all about
fun," Compton says. "In order for that to

Over 140 students participated in Human vs. Zombies, a modified game of tag, that has tak~n
Shawnee State University 's campus by storm.
SubII1Jtted photo

be so, you have to be safe, respectful and
responsible. If you're in doubt, don't."
Identification is a key element: the
game has official bright orange bandanas
that players wear in different ways to show
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how they are aligned. Humans wear the
bandanas on their arms, while zombies wear
them on their heads and any stunned zombies must wear them across their necks.
Zombies, 3
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It's not the end of the world as we know it
STEPHANIE PHILLIPS

Editor-in-chief

There are a lot of
areas in life we can cal ulate, but so far no one has
been able to predict the
day the world will end,
and Harold Camping is 0
for 2.
Camping is a Christian radio host, and
president of Family Radio International, a
Christian radio broadcasting station. Most
recently he "calculated" that the world
would end on May 21 2011, but this was not
the first time Camping was wrong.
On September 6, 1994, Camping and
his loyal followers gathered to welcome
the return of Christ, but there was only one
problem, Christ did not make an appearance. He went on to explain that he made a
mathematical miscalculation, and surprisingly still had followers ready to believe his
next theory on when Christ would return.
The second calculation came and went
without a hitch, literally nothing happened. I
rode home from Columbus and stared at the
sky. Not that believing that Camping was
correct in the first place, I just wondered
how "God" felt about Camping's nonsense.
I know how I felt, and I could only imagine
how the people who cleared out their retirement and savings for Camping's misconceptions must feel.
His website was taken down shortly after the world did not end, it's back up now,
but the amount of traffic from naysayers as
well as his followers crashed the server.
Even though he has been wrong twice,
he still has countless followers who donate
to his non-profit Family Radio International,
which in promoting their message about
the May 21 "end of days" spent millions of
dollars on more than 5,000 billboards and
20RVs.
In Family Radio International's IRS
filings for 2009, it received $18.3 million in
donations, and had assets of $104 million,
which isn't too bad for the 89 year old,
retired civil engineer.
So what's next for Camping? He apologized for being wrong again, but claims
that a great fireball will destroy the earth
on October 21, 2011, and that the May date
was a "spiritual judgment day."
To those who donated their life, time,
reputation, and money to Camping's nonprofit organization, he offered little solace.
When asked if his company would return
the money, he simply replied that they
would not because it is not the end of the

world yet.
It completely blows my mind that this
man still has followers. He has been wrong
twice, claiming that it was a human error,
such as with mathematics in the 90s and
that he came up with a misinterpretation for
the May 21 prediction, yet people still follow his teachings.
When the world does not end on October 21, what then? That's the beauty of the
end of the world "prophets." Even when
they are wrong, there is always a "logical"
explanation as to why the world didn't end,
which also allows them to shed light on
their new date for the end of the world.
While it's easy to mock the many
people that have attempted to predict the
"end of times," it seems to be considered by
many people all across the spectrum.
Many people want to know when they
will all meet their demise, but it is inevitable that everyone will some day die. It
may be by fireball, car accident, or a whole
slew of other reasons, but at the end of the
day it is important that people live their life
to the best of their ability because time has
shown that no one knows the exact day the
world will end.
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Barb Bradbury now SSU Dean of Students
LYDIA SMITH

Staff Reporter
Recently a new position was created
on Shawnee State University's Campus.
The position, Dean of students, is one that
allows the occupant of said job to be a chief
judicial officer of student activities, multicultural affairs, career services, and center
for community service. This position is,
for the first time ever, held by Dr. Barb
Bradbury. She has been at this University
for almost 25 years, and directly prior to
her new position as the Dean of Students,
Bradbury worked as the Director of Financial Aid.
"I see the offices as a supplement to
the student's academic development. We
support them in getting a degree," Bradbury said. "We're not teaching but we
are trying to help round out their academic
experience."
Through this new occupation Bradbury
hopes to create engaging campus pur-

SSU veteran Barb Bradbury is now Dean of
Students. Barb was formally the Director of
Financial Aid.
Photo by Lydia Smith

suits that will "assist students in getting a
degree" by encouraging them to "focus on
their studies." Bradbury has been working
with the four offices under her authority to
create activities that will help students to
better achieve their goal of a degree. Many
endeavors, such as Shawnee State's Coffee

Zack Ziegler, the main moderator of the Humans vs. Zombies event,
hoists a the HvZ flag in the air before beginning the event.
Submitted photo

and Cookies for Commuters, and Commuter of the Month have allowed students that
commute to obtain recognition at Shawnee
State and to help them better cope with
stressful campus life.
As Dean of the Students, Bradbury said
she would have the opportunity to collaborate with other offices at Shawnee State and
create more activities that relate to students
and their personal career development.
Offices such as counseling services,
trio center, and center for community
service which are under the authority of Dr.
Crabtree can work together with student
activities and other offices creating more
student-related events thusly presenting a
more "holistic" environment for students to
learn in.
"Helping students to grow and do
better" is something that is important and a
part of my job that I love," Bradbury said.
"I love Shawnee State we do great things
for both our students and the area."

The Human team (left) faces off against the team of Zombies (right)
face off in the epic battle of HvZ. Students can keep up with future event
announcements on their Facebook page.
Submitted photo

From Zombies, 1
The game begins with an Original
Zombie, or OZ, that is thrown into the mix
of humans. The OZ's identity is a mystery
at first, not bound to the identification rules
for the first six hours of the game. At IO
p.m. Friday night, the game kicked into
high gear, as most safe zones are null and
void, making navigation for the humans
treacherous.
Humans are given missions all through
the weekend, from protecting a scientist
with a possible cure for the zombie outbreak, to recovering weapons to combat
the endless waves of the undead. Compton acted as part of the human resistance,

sending messages online to alert allies.
"People might laugh when we do this over
FaceBook but it's all in the name of fun,"
Compton says. "It helps make the game
more immersive, more than anything."
Zack Ziegler, the main moderator of the
event, was pleased for another successful
run. Some come for the Nerf guns, others
to cause mayhem as zombies , but why is
this bizarre event so popular? "Some of the
best parts of the event are being as silly and
creative as you want," Ziegler says. "And a
small idea can be blown up into something
big by the participants."
One such idea was a cardboard tank
that was powered by sound effects, as well

as power ups for the zombies to give them
an edge.
The final mission was a complete
frenzy, zombie transformations instantaneous, and the human resistance barely
pulled through. Through sheer guts, humans
were able to get a mass cure out and win
the game ... at least until next year, which
Ziegler is also excited about.
"Though a lot of hard work goes into
the event, seeing so many different students
come together and work as a team makes
the experience well worth it," Ziegler says.
"Not to mention walking away with some
great memories and possible new friends."

From Commuting, 1

Also, the library and several of the
computer labs are open as well, so students
can complete homework or simply browse
the web to kill time between classes .

Times may be tough, but with a little
creativity students are able to make the
most of their time and save some money as
well.

Second Street that are in walking distance
from campus, from a cafe to antique stores
to a gourmet chocolate shop, there is a lot
to discover during one's downtime.
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A toast to collective bargaining at Port City
MARK DEWITT

Senior Reporter
There was a packed house at Port City
Pub and Cafe April 12 for an open discussion about Senate Bill 5, which was signed
into law by Governor John Kasich, after
being approved by the House and Senate.
The new law centers on limiting collective bargaining rights to public workers,
and has caused a major backlash among
members and supporters of unions as was
demonstrated at Port City.
"SB5, in my opinion is essentially an
attack on the middle class, the whole purpose is to bust up unions," Adam Phillips,
History/International Relations Major at
SSU said. "The sole purpose of the bill is
to destroy the collective bargaining rights,
and take away the political power of union
employees."
· · ed
ak
th
0 ne o f the mv1t
spe ers was e
secretary treasurer of the Shawnee Labor
Council and Business Manager of the International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers,
Austin Keyser, gave a breakdown on what
Senate Bill 5 means to him.
"It's more of a corporate versus workers issue," Keyser said. "The only counter
balance to corporations has been labor
unions."

- - -

.-::;;;-•

Secretary treasurer of the Shawnee Labor
Council and Business Manager of the
International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers,
Austin Keyser, gave a breakdown on what
Senate Bill 5 means to him.
Photo by Stephanie Phillips

Many in attendance believed that the
reason collective bargaining rights are taken
away from union workers is to eventually
privatize many jobs in the public sector.

"I truly believe he (Kasich) will privatize everything he can," Keyser said. "It is
a way for corporations to draw more money
from the government while not paying their
workers a decent wage."
William Balzer, History major at SSU
stated his concerns about Kaisch's privatization of businesses.
"Where he comes from larger businesses, he has conservative ethos and conservative economic ethos, and privatization is
in their opinion, the best way of having an
efficient government," Balzer said. "I want
the best things for my public service people,
as a whole it is better for me, and it is better
for everyone in the community."
SSU students also expressed their concern about graduation, and finding employment afterward.
"(The bill) is especially pertinent to
SSU students getting ready to enter the
work force," Phillips said. "Without unions,
we are not going to have a shot at fair
wages."
After the public discussion several
flyers as well as petitions were circulated
among the crowd, and many of those in
attendance gave their "final toast" to collective bargaining.

Students raise awareness for the homeless
KRISTINA KIEFFER

Staff Reporter

On April 13, students may have noticed
the cardboard boxes in front of Massie
Hall and the old bookstore lawn. Several
students were living in these boxes for two
days and nights while they begged money
from students and professors who were
walking by.
Shanty Town is meant to raise awareness for homeless people and the funds that
the "homeless" students receive are given
to a homeless shelter. Some students played
guitar, some drew pictures, and others just
asked for a donation for the cause. Participating students were also collecting canned
goods to be donated to the shelter as well.
The participants spent the days outside
in the warm sun playing with a Frisbee or
a football . Many students could be seen
sitting around chatting to each other; simply
enjoying the weather. Then second night,
many of the homeless students played a
game called sardines around campus. The
game centers around one person hiding then
everyone searches for him/her. When the
hiding person is found, the seeker has to

hide with him/her until everyone is there.
At night, the temperatures dropped so the
students were huddling together inside their

Taylor Prise, Frank Simpson and Sarah Bachman
hanging out in their shanty. Photo by Michael
Owen

makeshift shanties.
The participating students were not
supposed to have their cell phones, or laptops. They had to depend on friends to bring
food to them over the two days so they
would not starve. They were also supposed
to stay all night in their shanty and not
shower during the two days.
One student participating in the event

was Leigha Osolinski, a member of Americorps (a community service group). There
were six people staying in her shanty, which
sounds a bit crowded. When asked if there
were any problems during Shanty Town, she
said that people were up late at night talking
loudly while others were trying to sleep.
When they were trying to collect donations, Osolinski and her friends would walk
up to people to ask them to donate. Osolinski said the worst part of Shanty Town was
trying to fall asleep once it got cold.
"I didn't feel like it would be right to
leave and get more blankets because the
homeless don't have that luxury" Osolinski
said. "The best part of the experience, was
spending time with new people and learning
a bit of what it would be like to be a homeless person."
Shanty Town is meant to teach and
raise awareness about the homeless. The
participants get a small taste of the discomforts of living in the open like the
cold weather; luckily it did not rain this
year. This is an annual event at Shawnee
State University that bonds some students
together in a fun learning experience.
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International students shed light on homeland
TIM SCHWAMBERGER
LYDIA SMITH
Staff Reporters
On the second floor of the UC, a
myriad display of flags reflects the various cultures to have graced Shawnee State
University's halls. These banners represent
the cultural diversity of SSU's campus, and
mirror the way in which a recent influx of
international students have added flavor •
and life to Shawnee's small campus. This
semester, SSU has the honor of hosting
several students from diverse ends of the
world. Students from Pakistan, Morocco,
and Kenya shared some insights about their
native countries in comparison to their time
spent here in the States. They shared differences in living conditions, cultural values,
personal relationships, education, and political problems.
Modern Pakistan, a name that literally
means "Land of the Pure" in Urdu, was
formed in 1947 from the eastern and northwestern wings of British India in South
Asia.
"We don't have to pay taxes," Salamat
Ali said. "However, we're not allowed to
serve in government offices." Ali, physics major, hails from Hunza, a region in
the Gilgit-Baltistan, Pakistan autonomous
region-which is not an official province of
the nation.
"In America, you guys make sure you
like it before you buy it. In Pakistan, we
buy it first, then take it home to see if we
like it," Muhammad Ishrar, another Paki-

stani student, said.
Relationships between men and women
are more constricted in Pakistan. The gender difference constitutes a greater respect
expressed in the form of distance from
members of the opposite sex in Pakistan.
One major difference that he shared is the
concept of smiling. While smiling is a
universal way of welcoming one another
or recognizing a friend in America, Ishrar
related, in Pakistan if a woman smiles at a
man then she is considered to "be yours."
The Republic of Kenya is located in
eastern Africa, just below the "horn" of
Somalia. Kenya is currently divided into 47
semi-autonomous counties, each having its
own semi-independent government headed
by an elected governor. The name Kenya
translated into English literally means
"Place with Ostriches."
"I remember stepping off the plane
when I got to America and I thought, 'man,
people here are big,"' Samuel NduNgu, an
international student from Kenya comically
related.
This first experience with American
culture came as a shock to him, but he
mentioned that adjusting to the culture was
a smooth transition overall-if anything, he
claimed that he has felt as if most people
treat him better simply because he is an
international student. He also mentioned
that some of the largest political conflicts in
Kenya were caused between tribes, despite
the fact that there was a collective government.

Education was an aspect of foreign
cultures that seemed to differ greatly from
student to student. The Moroccans, Maha
Filali, a business major, and Ahlam Benslimane, a finance major, relayed that Arts
and Humanities were not frequently taught
in their home country, and were seen more
as extracurricular activities than academic
studies. The Pakistani students, Salamat
Ali and Muhammad lsrar, by contrast spoke
highly of the focus such studies held in
Pakistan.
Schooling in Pakistan is broken up into
five separate levels--primary (grades 1-5
middle (grades 6-8); high (9-10); intermediate (11-12); and university programs leading
to graduate and advanced degrees. Primary
education is provided freely, as written
in the nation's constitution. Students in
universities have their class schedules predetermined for them each semester; they do
not sign up for individual classes.
Similarly, Kenya follows an 8-4-4
system-with students spending 8 years
in primary education, 4 in secondary, and
4 in college settings. In 2008, the nation
ensured free tuition through secondary
education.
The views of the international students
provide an array of perspectives that differ
from average American viewpoints. These
perspectives allow each culture to both
understand and benefit from one another in
this highly globalized time.

Smo ke-f re e policy being enforced
BRETT BIHN
Staff Reporter
Smokers on campus should mind the
signs, as the university is making an effort
to keep the Smoke-Free Policy enforced.
First instated back in the '90's, the policy
has been observed with little problems,
though a recent complaint from the Health
Department is evidence of a breach in
policy.
Dr. Paul Crabtree, Interim Vice President of Student Affairs, states that enforcement of this policy is out of an obligation
to protect students on campus. Security will
be on the watch to make sure that smokers
keep to 25 feet away from all entrances,
with punishments on a case-to-case basis.
"If you cooperate and are respectful,
you'll just get a warning," Crabtree says.
"But community service, fines and even
writing an essay are an option, but you

would have to be very unruly for that to
happen."
Crabtree describes the policy as
working off of an "honor system," asking
students to be respectful of other people's
rights as well. "Consider your right to
smoke along with another's right to not
have to breathe it in when going in or out of
buildings."

SMOKING
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Chronicle staff highlights
Celebration of Scholarship
presentations
7th Annual

elebration

Scholarship
Undergraduate Conference
JULIA MCCANE

Staff Reporter
Three SSU students, Misty Alcorn,
Christian Ottaway, and Janine Grey, discussed
the importance of art and what it means to
them at the Celebration of Scholarship.
Misty Alcorn of the Fine Arts department
analyzed the works of Judy Chicago for her
presentation. Alcorn stated that Chicago is
a feminist artist that uses subject matter and
choice of materials to make a point. Chicago
shows through her work and teaching that
women don't have to hide their femininity:
"[Chicago's efforts show] the center of
all female experience and how the women
relate to the world and their ability to relate to
other people centers around those biological
features," Alcorn said.
In addition, Alcorn acknowledged that
Chicago uses her skills as an artist to make
her point as an activist.
Christian Ottaway of the Fine Arts discussed his own works of ceramic and told of
the history too.
Also, he discussed how the past and
present are brought together to bring forth
new ideas.
"Through my studies in ceramics and
history, this same process of producing new
innovative work is true for me as a potter,
Ottaway said. "Taking aspects from different
cultures and places has allowed me to build a
body of work which reflects my interests and
way of thinking."
Janine Grey of the Fine Arts department
discussed the American photographer Stephen
Shore, who is a pioneer in the color photography world and proved that color photographs
could be fine art.
"He wanted to show the status quo of the
1970's without looking like a documentary
or thought that it was commissioned by the
government or that it was scientific artifacts,"
Grey said.

Featured speaker, Dr. Andrew Hacker's lecture "The
College Crucible: Add Students and Stir?" attracted many
students and faculty in the Sodexo Ballroom on Apr. 7.
Photo from Office of Communications

Cody Horn and Chelsea Anderson discussed the
benefits of genetics and how the study can lead
to a better future .
Photo by Julia McCane
JULIA MCCANE

Staff Reporter

At the Celebration of Scholarship, two
students at SS U Cody Hom and Chelsea
Anderson discussed the benefits of genetics and how this study can lead to a better
future.
Hom talked about the benefits and
history of genetic modification. Most
people believe that genetic modification is
a new study, but Hom said that it is around
4,000-8,000 years old. The benefits of
genetic modification are to increase crop
yields, get the best possible crops, eliminate malnutrition, lower pesticides, and to
eliminate disease and world hunger. He
stated that there are some risks, but the good
outweighs the danger. Genetic modification
brings some environmental concerns, such
as experiments escaping into nature, cross
contamination, which can lead to the ruin

of a plant species and offset the ecosystem.
He states that if these incidents occurred
that the scientists have a way to counter
act them via vaccinations. According to

Horn some people believe that genetic
modification introduces health concerns like
allergies and cancer. Nevertheless, he states
that the rBGH allergy and IGF-1 cancer are
not a threat to the human body because they
are broken down in the acid of the stomach
when eaten.
Chelsea Anderson, however, discussed
the goal of gene therapy, which is the science or practice of the diagnosis treatment,
and prevention of disease. She said this
science takes a good copy of a gene and replaces it with the bad copy. Anderson stated
that this science began in 1999 and with it
came many questions. Most people asked
about the cost and availability, if there were
cancer reports, and if it was morally correct.
She said that there is an inevitable insurance
battle, but there is an economic push for it.
Through her research there are no cancer reports shown. "The scientists are not trying
to play God, but they are like the disciples
of Jesus, who had the talent to heal others,"
she said. She believes that through science
and research they can help people as well .

Salamat Ali, Physics major, presented "X-Rays
from Active Galaxies". He discussed that all
galaxies have central black holes, but in a small
fraction these black holes power an active
nucleus. The study looked at the connection
between the galactic and the nuclear properties.
Photo from the Office of Communication
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KELLY GROOMS
continued
Staff Reporter
entering the Bridges facility and working
Jones, whose mother battled drug
People deal with a variety of issues evwith
the
girls
to
explore
therapeutic
nature
addiction,
said she feared getting attached
ery day, constantly searching for outlets and
of
creative
writing.
Brehm
explained
why
to
the
girls.
However, understanding the
methods by which to deal with the thoughts
creative
writing
is
such
a
powerful
tool
of
weight
of
the
need of these young people for
and feelings evoked by these issues. Adotherapy.
help,
Jones,
like
McNelly and Brehm, was
lescents are being swallowed up more and
"Creative
writing
gives
more,"
she
said.
excited
to
be
involved.
Jones explained what
more by the rising problems in drugs as
"They
could
create
their
own
worlds
to
gain
exactly they did with the patients at Bridges.
time passes. Luckily, there are groups that
the control they'd lost with addiction."
Once every two weeks, the three went to
seek to help those who find themselves in
Patients were suggested to keep jourthe Bridges facility for an hour, a routine
these dire situations, and they are employnals and diaries, but also took to writing rap that went on for a semester and a half. Over
ing new tactics all the time in attempts to
lyrics to express their anger.
the course of their repeated visits, they
provide the greatest assistance possible.
introduced the girls to creative
Three students from SSU got
writing exercises used to supinvolved firsthand in trying to
ply outlets. She stressed that no
aid young teens. Lori McNelly,
one ever critiqued or attempted
Velma Brehm, and Christina
to
improve anything the girls
Jones worked with an organizawrote.
The activities presented
tion known as Bridges, using
included: creating dialogue for
their skills in writing to provide
cartoon illustrations, writing
a new avenue of expression and
haikus, and writing a six-word
then sharing their experiences in
memoir. What they found was
a presentation at Celebration of
that the girls tended to be huScholarship.
morous and lighthearted but did
Brehm first explained that
learn
to express much heavier
Bridges , no longer active due to
emotions as their time together
funding issues, was an organizaprogressed.
tion that provided long term care
"We were afraid they
for teenage girls ages 14 to 18
wouldn't be willing to share,"
who suffered from alcohol and
Jones said, "but I was happy
other substance abuse as well
as pregnancy and other issues.
Velma Brehm discusses her experiences at Bridges, a former organization that they were open." As a last
exercise, the girls were asked to
While at the Bridges facility,
provided long term care for teen girls who struggled with substance abuse.
Photo from the Office of Communications
write something they regretted
girls were given access to mulonto a note card and attach it
tiple councilors trained to help
McNelly followed Brehm in the
to a balloon. Together, they released their
with whatever problems afflicted them as
presentation, giving some statistics that
regrets, allowing them to float upward and
well as being taught skills in parenting and
helped to give perspective on the weight of
away, lifted from their minds and conscienccoping with addiction. Also, the girls were
some growing issues in society. As of 2007, es. Unfortunately, Bridges has since become
encouraged to explore the arts. In 2007,
almost 27% of youths in Scioto County
an outpatient service due to lack of funding.
they wrote, directed, and made a stage and
admitted to having used prescription drugs
McNelly, Brehm, and Jones were all heavily
props for their own play. Additionally, the
without a doctor's order. Also, there has
saddened to see such a great source of aid
girls received aid in furthering their educabeen
a 300% increase in hepatitis C in
for these young people be taken away but
tion, being enrolled in GED classes, some
Scioto County.
will always appreciate the time they spent
here at SSU.
When asked what she learned from her
with them, both teaching and learning them"Bridges was innovative," said Brehm,
work with the girls at Bridges, McNelly
selves just how therapeutic creative writing
"We were so excited."
said, "Give space for the voice to be heard." can be.
Brehm, McNelly, and Jones began
BRETT BIHN

Staff Reporter
Lab mice are often used for various
tests in the name of science, but who would
have ever thought of transplanting brain tissue into their eyes? Bethany Heidenreich, a
pre-med student at Shawnee, is teaming up
with Dr. Meade in an ambitious experiment
to study neurodegenerative diseases such as
Parkinson's and Huntington's disease.
While the process of transplanting
brain tissue into a mouse's eye sounds painful, Heidenreich places humane testing as
a top priority. "The last thing we want to
do is cause them any discomfort," she said.
"They often have no idea it's even there."

But why do all of this in the eye?
"Normally, brain tissue would be studied in Petri dishes, but performing a transplant like this more than triples the lifespan
of the culture," Heidenreich said.
Through their studies of the tissue, scientists can understand how neurodegenerative diseases affect the brain, and the goal
down the line is to find a cure. The only
options available for those that suffer from
these diseases as of now are keeping symptoms as manageable as possible, though
results from these tests may change things.
"What we're doing right now is
groundwork for a breakthrough in treat-

ment of these diseases," Heidenreich said.
"Something like this is monumentally
important."
Problem solving has delayed impregnation of the mice, though plans are to
transplant the tissue by the end of the spring
semester. From there, the tissue will be observed and after being removed, analyzed.
In the future, mice positive for Parkinson's
will be tested, to see how various treatments
work, with the hope that cures can be found.
"We have to be patient with this,"
Heidenreich said. "We might not see results
right away, but this will pay off in the long
run big time."
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TIM SCHWAMBERGER

Staff Reporter
In 2007, it was reported that the CIA
was practicing an interrogation method,
known as waterboarding, in order to draw
information from select terrorist inmates.
The results these sessions garnered, according to President George W. Bush, were
priceless.
One particular individual, Khalid
Sheikh Mohammed, was reported to have
undergone waterboarding 183 times since
his capture. Among countless other facts,
he revealed to investigators a previously
unknown plot to attack Los Angeles. In
January 2009, President Barrack Obama
banned the usage of this act after explaining in some detail his belief that it was a
method of torture.
Waterboarding is an interrogation method that can be drawn back in origin to the
Spanish Inquisition's use of "toca." Modern
use of the technique involves strapping an
individual to a declined board, with the head
tilted downward, covering the face with a
piece of cloth, and pouring water over the
subject's breathing passages. This causes
an almost immediate gag reflex response,
and the subject is met with the sensation of
drowning. There exists a raging debate if
W. MICHAEL OWEN

Staff Reporter

65 billion pieces of "junk" mail is sent
out to Americans annually. Only 2.7% of
that is actually read; that is 63,310,000,000
pieces of mail that dumped into landfills!
Sarah Pastor, a graphic design major
at Shawnee State, presented the hollowing
story of how a lot of graphic designers just
"design for design's sake - that is, without
TIM SCHWAMBERGER

Staff Reporter
During the World Outlook session of
the 2011 Celebration of Scholarship, moderated by Professor Nicholas Meriwether, the
first presentation was given by Ken Shonkwiler. He presented an essay he wrote on
Mohandas Gandhi's diet, considered rogue
at the time of its development.
However, recent studies, according to
Shonkwiler, Gandhi's eating habits have
been proven to be anywhere from 50-100
years beyond its time. In fact, his diet,
including dried cereals, rice, wheat, fresh
fruits, raw vegetables, and goat's milk, and
the food pyramid of today appear to invoke
near mirror images of one another. It was
also observed that his acts of fasting, which
he is known most for, are actually beneficial
when done properly for his digestion.
The inspiration for Gandhi's dietary
habits, as Shonkwiler explained, were both

Celebration of Scholarship continued
this practice is considered torture or not.
According to Lyndsay Hieneman,
who presented on this subject at the 2011
Celebration of Scholarship World Outlook
Session, moderated by Professor Nicholas
Meriwether, waterboarding can indeed be
justified as an interrogation method given
the appropriate circumstances.
She claimed that the technique, when
practiced appropriately, does not meet the
standards set by the U.N. for the context of
"torture." These standards dictate that the
act must cause "severe pain and suffering"
such as "maiming and mutilation."
With waterboarding relying on psychological stress instead of physical pain or dismemberment, it would not be disregarded
under these regulations.
However, Hieneman was sure to state
the circumstance by which waterboarding
was morally justified. Using the method in
an attempt to locate a suspected terrorist or
terrorist who has already performed an act
of terrorism is not acceptable, she said.
Waterboarding should only be used
in what she described as the "ticking time
bomb scenario."
This implies that there must be an imminent perceived danger--the example she

detailed involved a bomb set in a subway
expected to go off in a couple hours. One
could utilize waterboarding on a guilty terrorist to perhaps discover the whereabouts
of this bomb, she stated, or be negligent of
their own people and allow countless innocents to perish when it explodes.
She was quite clear that this was a morally utilitarian argument, though she was
also stern in that it should also adhere to Immanuel Kant's First Categorical Imperative,
which states, "Act only according to that
maxim whereby you can at the same time
will that it should become a universal law
without contradiction."
If 9/11 could've been avoided through
one act of waterboarding, she detailed,
the war and the overwhelming amount of
negative results it has caused--unnecessary
death, political unrest, and financial crises to
name a few--could have also been avoided.
"Prisoners are subject to physical and
psychological pain every day at the mercy
of their cellmates," she said. "However,
we don't see this as torture. A government
that would refuse to lock up their criminals
wouldn't be seen as humanitarian--it would
be seen as negligent."

much consideration, just following the
conventions of design." Those practices are
usually wasteful and ineffective.
Pastor's solution is something called
"green design." Green design is about finding effective design solutions for clients and
end users that makes as little environmental
impact as possible, she explains.
"Designers are in the perfect position ... to embrace the green design," Pastor

said.
Instead of sending out mass amounts
of mail and advertisements that are eventually sent to the landfills, designers have the
tools and resources to help the environment. Biodegradable packaging is available
and plant-based inks - instead of common
petroleum-based inks.
"Designers already have those skills; it
is in their creative mindset," Pastor said.

influenced by his religion, as well as era he
lived. Meat consumption was shunned for
both of these reasons. Animals during Gandhi's time were likely to carry disease, mad
cow and swine fever being a couple common examples. It follows that this would be
reason enough to avoid a diet of meats.
As a Hindu, however, Gandhi had
spiritual reasons to avoid meats. The
Bhagavad-Gita, a religious text for Hindus,
states, "Whatever you do, whatever you eat,
whatever you offer or give away, and whatever austerities you perform-do that, 0
son of Kunti, as an offering to Me." Thus,
anything consumed was considered an
offering to Krishna, the Hindu god. Cows
were considered holy creatures for the milk
they offered, and according to Shonkwiler,
anyone who would consume a cow would
be committing a sin for which there was no
repentance, and they would "rot in hell for

thousands of years for each hair on the cow
slain." Cows were so sacred to Hindus that
even buffalo and yaks were spared.
Gandhi did not partake of cow's milk,
however. While ill at one point in his life,
he was urged to drink milk for his health,
but he refused. Instead, the doctors finally
managed to convince him to drink goat's
milk-which has been accredited for saving
his life. Since that event, he was known to
be an avid consumer of goat's milk, and his
practices are being emulated with increasing
frequency today.
A famous philosophy Gandhi used to
justify his diet was drawn from the animal
kingdoms. He claimed useful animals,
such as horses, were herbivores. Useless,
violent animals, however, such as lions,
were carnivores. Hiridus, renowned for their
nonviolent practices, wished to emulate the
useful animals.
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SSU rejoins Model Arab League
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BRETT BIHN

The Chronicle

9

Students represented Middle Eastern nations including Libya and Qutar

Staff Reporter
It's no secret the Middle East is in turmoil right now, the recent events in Egypt
being yet another reminder. In an attempt to
help students who have interest in foreign
affairs, the Model Arab League was formed.
Started by the National Council on U.S.Arab Relations, the league is essentially
a "mock united nations" for Middle East
countries, but it is much more than that. The
League serves as an educational tool for students to gain a grasp of foreign nations and
work out negotiation and debate skills. The
regional leagues were held in Oxford, Ohio
at Miami University from February 24 to
February 26 earlier this year, where students
represented various Middle East nations and
attempt to pass resolutions .
SSU was a part of the League up until
five years ago, with a lack of resources being one factor for their absence. This year

Students , from bottom left, are Tiffany Kreierhoff
Chelsea Cranston, Laura Blanton and Mandi
axwell. Students, from top left, are Brando
rince. Adam Phillips, Jason Frazier and Willia
aJzer.

From the Office of Communications

however, Dr. Amr Al-Azm, Assistant Professor of Middle East History and Anthropology, has brought the program back.
"The real goal of the league is to make

Going barefoot for a cause
BRETT BIHN

Staff Reporter

Millions of people from all over the
world grow up without something that is
among the simplest of commodities, shoes.
Imagine how difficult life would be
without at least one pair of shoes. Shawnee
students had a chance to experience that on
April 5, during the fourth annual Day Without Shoes movement. Created by TOM's
Shoes, a footwear company based in Santa
Monica, California, the event is a way to
spread awareness for those that are forced to
go barefoot as they carry on their everyday
lives. TOMS Shoes designs and sells lightweight shoes based on the Argentine Alpargata design, donating a free pair of shoes to
a child in need for every pair sold.
Despite cold weather, several students
braved the challenge, with over 92 people
signing up to take part in the event, though
there may be more, according to Mandie
Maxwell, one of the event's coordinators .
"I'm just so happy there was such a
turnout despite the cold," Maxwell said.
"We only had 6 people sign up last year, so
that's real improvement."

On April 5th, SSU students raised awareness by
celebrating the fourth annual Day Without Shoes
movement, created by TOM's Shoes.
Photo by Janelle Hougland

Over 250,000 people worldwide took
up the pledge in 2010, as well .
The challenge may not be comfortable,
and your feet may be dirty at the end of the
day, but the event certainly grabs attention.
"It's the whole basis of the event,"
Maxwell said. "If you're going around
barefoot like that, you're going to be asked
why."
Bad weather or not, Maxwell hopes
for an even greater turnout for next year's
event. As tough as it may be to go even one
day, getting people aware might just save
someone from going through that pain for a
lifetime.

The Chronicle is on Facebook
"Like" us for the latest updates

students more aware of things going on at
a global scale and maybe even find some
answers to problems occurring therein,"
Al-Azm said.
Universities are assigned specific
countries, SSU covering both Qatar and
Libya. The students involved are assigned
an agenda for which they will address the
league, such as environmental issues or
joint defense. Judges select either individual
students or groups that have performed well
and various awards are given out, one of
which being scholarships from the National
Council.
Typically for students who have an
interest in international affairs, the League
works to give them practice in their future
fields of study, something that can't be
found anywhere else . "The students walk
away from the experience with improved
confidence and a better idea of the world,"
Al-Azm said. "It is all for their benefit."

Shawnee State
Athletics to
host 2011
Bear Classic
Golf Scramble

The Shawnee State Athletics Department is hosting the 2011 Bear Classic Golf
Scramble on Saturday, June 11 at the Elks
Country Club Golf Course in McDermott,
Ohio. The scramble will begin with a shotgun start at 8 a.m.
Entries for a four-man team is $300,
while hole sponsors are $100. A team entry
and hole sponsorship is available for $375 .
Prizes will be awarded for the following: Winning Teams, Hole-in-Ones, Closest
to the Hole, and Longest Drive.
Lunch and awards will follow the
scramble.
Benefits from the golf scramble go to
the SSU Athletic Department. Participation
in the 2011 Bear Classic provides financial
support for 13 varsity athletic programs and
nearly 200 student athletes.
For more information please contact
Jonna Cook at 351-3285 or by email at
jcook@shawnee.edu.
From the Office of Communications
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This year's Bear Run a huge success
KELLY GROOMS
Staff Reporter
This year's Shawnee Bear Run took
place on Wednesday,April 20. The race
began and finished on SSU campus and
took runners on a course near the murals,
following the Ohio River.
The first of these running events was
held in 1995, making this the Wh annual
Spring Bear Run. The run attracts a great
diversity of people, including students,
faculty, and other members of the community. Much as in the previous years, there
was a great turnout for the event, this year
seeing 682 runners finish the race. Everyone
involved had some drive, some purpose for
getting involved as well as thoughts and
reactions to the event overall, and these
were often just as varied as the runners
themselves.
Keegan Rathkamp was the winner for
the men's race, finishing with a time of
14:55 . Rathkarnp attended Shawnee State
University where he ran cross-country, earning his Bachelor of Sports Study in 2008.
He returned, deciding to participate in the
Bear Run. Rathkamp has run in track and
trail races as well as triathlons, and was able
to point out some of the differences between
street races like the Bear Run and other
such events. He commented that the difference in the surfaces being run on was a big
factor and that road races were much faster.
Regardless of the differences, Rathkamp
had a very positive attitude toward the run,
really enjoying the way it brings the community out.
"The Bear Run is awesome," he said,
"It's the best race in Southern Ohio."

Bri Tudor finished first for the women
with a time of20:15 . This was the second
Bear Run in which Tudor had run. Though
she is not an attending student yet, she will
be a student at SSU next Fall. Of course,
she intends to participate in cross-country
while here.
"I love to run," Tudor said. "I lost
55lbs. my senior year of high school and ran
the 5k last summer."
She did so well that her name was
passed along to Eric Putman, SSU's head
coach of the Men's and Women's Cross
Country teams. From that point on, her
place here at SSU was sealed.
Not everyone that ran in the Bear
Run was a member of some athletic team.
Plenty of other people ran, as well. Clarissa
Brown may have come in near the last, but
she enjoyed herself all the same. This was
Brown's third time being a part of the Bear
Run, and this year she participated to represent the Women's Center.
With all different people that attend
events like this, participating while wearing
at-shirt representing a particular group or
organization is a great way to really get the
word out. Brown understood this and also
that you do not always have to finish first to
have fun.
This was one point that Eric Putman,
the coordinator of the Bear Run and coach
here at SSU, made. He explained the differences between races like this and a more
competitive cross country races, saying that
street races have more people and less pressure on the runners.
"It's more for fun," Putman said. "The
Bear Run is not a fundraiser and does not

Bri Tudor finished first for the women with a
time of 20: 15. Tudor will be running for the
Bears this fall.
Photo by Stephanie Phillips

make money for any sort of aid program."
Instead, it is meant to lure the people
from the community and beyond to come
here to SSU. It acts like a tool of recruitment, bringing in potenti.al students much
like it did Bri Tudor
This year saw another successful
Spring Bear Run come to a close. The
community came together in a big way to
participate in the event, students and faculty
running alongside one another. New and
potential students are attracted to events
like these, while even graduates return to
continue being a part of them, bringing
everyone together here at Shawnee State
University.

SSU captures MSC Tournament Championship
The Shawnee State Baseball Team
captured their first Mid-South Tournament Championship as they shutout the
Campbellsville University Tigers 8-0
on May 6 . The Bears swept through the
competition, defeating the University of
the Cumberlands, University of Virginia at
Wise and St. Catharine to advance to the
championship game. With the win today, the
Bears capture the title in just their first season in the conference and earn an automatic
bid to the NAIA National Tournament.
Shawnee State's offense and Andrew
Carter's hot hand on the mound was too
much for the Tigers. The Bears tallied 11
hits in the game, as seven different Bears
got into the hitting column. Carter pitched a

complete game for the shutout and allowed
only three hits by the Tigers.
Danny Gesick got the Bears going
today, as he doubled to lead off the second
inning and scored on an RBI by Zac Alexander. Shawnee State added a pair of runs
in the third. With two outs, Cody Morrison
hit a base hit to right. Kendal Coleman followed with a single of his own to advance
Morrison to third, bringing Phillip Butler to
the plate. Butler singled to center, allowing
both runners to score and give the Bears the
3-0 advantage.
The Bears had a big fifth inning,
plating four runs. Ryan Burnett reached
on a walk and then stole second. A passed
ball allowed Burnett to reach third and

then scored on a hit by Coleman. Coleman advanced to second on a wild pitch by
Michael McBride and Butler was intentionally walked. Jeff Bjorklund replaced McBride on the mound for the Tigers. Gesick
smashed a double down the right field line
to score Coleman and pinch runner Quentin
Everman. Gesick then crossed the plate on
a single by Colin Keim, giving the Bears the
7-0 cushion.
Coleman scored again in the seventh
on a sacrifice fly by Keim to give the Bears
the 8-0 victory.
With the win, Carter improves to 8-4
on the mound . He allowed three hits and
only one walk, while striking out four on
the day.
From Department of Sports Information
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What SSU means to me
CASEY TODT
Senior Sports Reporter

When SSU's Women's Basketball team
lost in the Fab Four it marked the end of the
careers of Jill Cropper and Keilee Guthrie,
a duo who had been a part of over 130 wins
for the Bears. It also marked the last game I
would watch as a student at Shawnee State.
I have been watching SSU Women's
basketball for close to 20 years of my life. I
remember as a child, my father bringing me
to watch the Bears compete and dominate
the Mid-Ohio Conference in the mid 1990's.
My love for attending SSU Women's
Basketball games predated going to Ohio
State football, Columbus Crew, and the
existence of the Columbus Blue Jackets. I
remember hiding behind my father's leg the
first time he introduced me to Coach Robin
Hagen-Smith, the same coach who fifteen
years later gave me a B+ as a student in her
Philosophy of Sports class.
The defining moment in my fanaticism
with SSU Women's Basketball came in the
spring of 1999. SSU had advanced to the
National Championship game to take on
St. Francis (IN) in their first ever National
Championship game. Listening to Roger
Gray on the radio, the Bears led by National
Player of the Year, Erica Hayes took a lead
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A look back on Lady Bears basketball

into the half. Moments later, my Dad came
into my room to tell me to go to bed, that
SSU was in control of the game and I had
school the next day. I was shocked. This
11 year old was not about to let his favorite
team down at this point in the game.
Determined, I got a 9-volt battery and
listened to my Walkman under the blankets
as the Bears controlled the game and won
the school's only National Championshlp.
I still remember sitting in the bleachers
and catching the first glimpse of the teams
welcome home celebration in the Rhodes
Center as the team proudly carried in the
Championship Banner to a chorus of cheers
from the fans who awaited them. At that
moment, I told myself that one day I would
go to Sioux City and watch this team at the
National Tournament.
Fast forward nine years to 2008 and I
was fortunate enough to make my first trip
to Sioux City for the tournament, however
it was not until 2010 that my dream came
true. After a disappointing AMC title game
loss to Walsh, the Bears headed to Sioux
City. Irony struck in the car ride home
when I realized that 11 years earlier I had
left AMC title game a loser and had told my
dad that "The Bears better kick it up if they
want to win in Iowa".
Much like 1999, the 2010 team didn't

disappoint. Two weeks later, I was courtside covering my favorite childhood team in
the National Championship game. Pausing
before the start of the game against Northwestern (IA), I had a chance to reflect on
the awesome opportunity I had and how it
was only fitting that in the last SSU game
in Sioux City, I was able to sit courtside
and cover the game for the Chronicle as the
Bears competed for a National Championship.
Even though SSU fell , it was a trip and
an experience that I will never forget and
one that carried much symbolism of my
childhood dreams . I was not expecting to
make a trip this year to Jackson, TN and it
wasn't until they made the "Fab Four" that I
decided to pack up and cover the game.
Once there, for one last time as a
student I was able to watch my favorite
team as they left it all on the court and
made Shawnee State proud. They always
say college is an experience like no other
and the opportunity to watch and cover this
team has proven that to me. I will always
be a fan of the Women's Basketball team at
Shawnee State and continue to watch them
even as I leave Shawnee State, but nothing
can equal the experiences that I have been
given over the past 4 years. Thanks for the
ride and Go Bears!

Bears fall in NAIA Fab Four Finals
CASEY TODT
Senior Sports Reporter

The clock struck midnight for the SSU
Women's Basketball team on Monday night
and their Cinderella run through the NAIA
Division 1 National Tournament came to an
end with a 58-40 loss to the No. 1 overall
seed Union Bulldogs.
The No. 6 seed Bears, playing in their
first ever Division 1 tournament this year,
had defeated the top three seeds in their
region to reach their second consecutive
NAIA Fab Four. The Bears were then faced
with the challenge of playing Union, who
had claimed four of the previous six NAIA
Division 1 National Championships.
"If you want to be the best, you have
to play the best." SSU Head Coach Robin
Hagen-Smith said following the game.
Union, who came into the game with
a 33-1 record, got off to a quick start and
never looked back as they built a 10-2 lead
to start the game and forced the Bears to
call a time-out when the lead grew to 17-7

= - - - ~ - ~ - - Lady Bears end the season 27-10

with 13:01 remaining in the first half.
The Bears would not go away and even
pulled within six at one point as they went
into the intermission trailing 29-20.
In the second half, the Bears would be
introduced to Sarah Chan, who would score
20 of her game high 32 points in the second
half.
"They go to her right from the beginning." Hagen-Smith said. "We tried to do
different things and thought we had a pretty
good game plan to guard her, but she just
dominated."
The Bears chances in the game took a
hit in the second half when both point guard
Abby Ballman and forward Alex Pohl had
to leave for segments of the game due to injuries. While both would return, the Bears
were never able to overcome their poor
shooting and climb back into the game.
SSU shot an uncharacteristic 25% for the
game, thanks in part to a great defensive
game by Union.
The Bears were led in scoring by senior

Jill Cropper who poured in 12 points in
what would be the last game of her career
as a Bear.
Cropper, who is in her fifth season at
SSU, tore her ACL in the closing moments
in an exhibition game in 2007 , was awarded
a redshirt year that allowed her to be a part
of this year's team.
"Initially I felt negatively about the
injury initially, but this last year has been
great." Cropper said. "In sitting out a year
I was able to learn a lot and it really helped
me as a player.
With the win, Union advanced to the
National Championshlp game the following
night where they were dethroned by Azusa
Pacific (CA.) 65-59 in what is the Cougars
first National Championship.
For Shawnee State, a team that was
picked to finish in fifth place in the MidSouth Conference before the season, their
season ends at 27-10, but not before giving
fans an exciting run throughout their first
Division 1 tournament.
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SSU Welcomes New Vice President for Student Affairs
Shawnee State
University will be
welcoming Dr. Mary
Oling-Sisay, the new
vice president for Student Affairs, beginning
July 1, who comes to
Shawnee with more
than 10 years experience in higher education
and working with students.
"Mary will be a great addition to the
leadership team of Shawnee State University," Dr. Rita Rice Morris, SSU president,
said. "Her experience in the areas of student
development, relationship-building, and creating a student-focused culture is an ideal fit
with our focus - and will help us keep the
momentum we have going here at SSU. She
will help us strengthen the role that Student
Affairs plays in student retention and success, something that is critical to us as we
continue moving forward."

Following a recent campus visit where
she met with administrators, students, staff
and faculty, Oling-Sisay commented on her
initial impressions of Shawnee State and the
community.
"Everyone here is looking to the next
level of excellence, and I am very much
impressed by that," she said. "The students
with whom I met value the education they
are receiving here and the personal attention from faculty and staff. They also have
incredible ideas of how to make student life
even better. The faculty and staff want to
move the institution to the next level. I'm
excited to be a part of this team and am
eager to collaborate with everyone to create
a shared vision for an enhanced student life
that will support the work being done inside
the classrooms. I have a sense that Shawnee
State is a place where everyone is dedicated
to the personal and intellectual development
of students. That, above everything, is what
attracted me."

Oling-Sisay has more than ten years
experience in higher education, serving
most recently as vice president for Student
Affairs and dean of Students at St. Norbert
College in Wisconsin. She has previously
served as director of Student Judicial Affairs
and Special Projects at California State University, Chico, Calif., and higher education
assistant in the Office of the Provost at City
College of the City University of New York.
A fellow of the American Council on
Education, Oling-Sisay received her doctorate in Educational Leadership from the University of Southern California, her master's
in Public Communications from Fordham
University in New York, and her bachelor's
in Literature and Linguistics from Makerere
University, Kampala, Uganda.
She is moving to the area this summer
with her husband, Dr. Hassan Sisay, professor emeritus at California State University,
Chico, Calif., where he taught U.S. history
and government.
From the Office of Communication

Beating the heat with the Student Programming Board

Zack Ziegler, Kaitlin Goodhew, Isaiah Riley and Hannah Davis of the Student Programming Board helped students cool off with snow
cones outside of Massie Hall. SPB will be hosting events all summer. Keep up with their activities on their Facebook page!
Photo by Stephanie Phillips

